Near fatal pulmonary hypertension after surgical repair of congenital diaphragmatic hernia. Successful use of inhaled nitric oxide.
The addition of 10-20 parts per million nitric oxide to the inspired gas was successful in controlling near fatal pulmonary hypertension after surgical repair of a congenital diaphragmatic hernia in a neonate. A preceding prostacyclin infusion was unable to prevent the failure of pulmonary perfusion. No side effect of nitric oxide therapy was observed, and ventilatory support could be substantially reduced as a result of the treatment. On the basis of the striking and lifesaving effects of nitric oxide therapy demonstrated in this child, we believe that nitric oxide treatment will prove to be a major contribution to the management of postoperative pulmonary hypertensive crises.